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Education abroad strives to encourage students at UND to study overseas
Creative 
profession
UND’s English department 
has halted its search for a cre-
ative writing tenure track pro-
fessor.
With the spring semester 
starting, there will be changes 
in many departments, includ-
ing in the English department 
on campus. With 16.5 professors 
currently employed within the 
English faculty, there is a halt 
for the creative writing profes-
sor on campus. With the recent 
loss of their two creative writ-
ing professors within the last 
year, the department will solely 
rely on graduate students to 
teach the introductory courses 
for the time 
being.
With 
more budget 
cuts expected 
to be made, 
the English 
department 
halts the 
search for 
another pro-
fessor with 
labor and 
cost already 
put forth into the eff ort to hire 
a new tenure-track professor. 
Though the search for a tenure-
track professor has been halted, 
the department is now seeking 
a non-tenure track professor to 
hire for creative writing. This 
professor will be qualifi ed to 
teach higher division classes as 
well as introductory courses.  
“Hiring a temp. will be a 
stop gap,” department chair 
professor Eric Wolfe said. “They 
would teach as if they were on a 
tenure track.”
The department started off 
the year searching for a creative 
writing professor to start in the 
fall of 2017. With over 100 appli-
cants, Sheila Liming, Eric Wolfe 
and Crystal Alberts narrowed 
it down to ten applicant inter-
views that were scheduled to be 
interviewed this semester, but 
they have since been eliminated 
from the scheduled plan.
“We have been receiving 
very encouraging responses 
from our applicants,” Wolfe 
said after telling them the news 
on the freeze of the position.
“We had ten candidates 
scheduled for interviews, all 
of whom had extremely strong 
teaching and publication re-
cords (some of whom were 
even nominated for recent, 
high-ranking / national book 
prizes),” Liming said.
“We had strong candidates, 
we are looking for individuals 
with a strong background in fi c-
tion but also have a strong ex-
pertise like poetry,” Wolfe said. 
“We don’t want to be without 
creative writing.”
The English department is 
waiting on the legislature to 
make decisions, but assures 
that there will be a professor to 
teach creative writing; with the 
Dean of Art and Sciences, Deb-
bie Storrs in full support. Storrs 
plans on hiring the tenured pro-
fessor as soon as the budget is 
lifted.
This will be the fi rst semes-
ter that the English department 
will not have a tenured pro-
fessor specifi cally for creative 
Years ago, during a semester 
abroad in Chile, South America, 
Whitney Maine found herself 
on the metro transit, exploring 
her surroundings. After a few 
hours of soaking up the sights, 
she came to sudden realization 
— she had no idea where she 
was going.
Remaining calm, Maine 
thought of her host family.
“My host family was won-
derful,” Maine said. “My host 
mom was actually an elemen-
tary teacher, so she was very 
helpful with the language.”
Remaining cool during a 
stressful situation, in a country 
she wasn’t from with a language 
she hadn’t mastered, Maine 
asked the people around her for 
help. The experience stuck with 
her, shaping her into a person 
who understands the value of 
challenging your comfort zone.
Today, Maine is an Educa-
tion Abroad Advisor at the In-
ternational Center. As a person 
who helps students make their 
way overseas everyday, Maine 
loves what she does.
“Traveling abroad pushes 
you,” Maine said. “Whether 
it’s just challenging your world 
views or how you connect with 
other people, or how you navi-
gate situations you’re uncom-
fortable in. It’s just such an 
amazing life changing experi-
ence.”
 
Come one, come all
An Education Abroad Fair 
will be held Wednesday, Jan. 
18 in the Memorial Union Ball-
room. Hosted by the educa-
tion abroad advisors from the 
International Center, which is 
located in the Memorial Union, 
Maine and Emily Dougherty, 
both education abroad advi-
sors, are working around the 
clock to ensure the fair assists 
students with every concern 
they might have.
Along with inviting the Uni-
versity of North Dakota’s inter-
national partner institutions, 
the advisors have also invited 
other “providers,” which can 
loosely be described as study 
abroad companies who have 
networks set up with programs 
around the world that UND 
doesn’t have direct exchange 
programs with.
“It really opens up the world 
to our students,” Maine said.
With over 40 countries in 
att endance, including Nor-
way, Australia and the United 
Kingdom, a representative or 
a student who has studied in 
a particular country will be at 
the booth ready to answer any 
questions.
But instead of just answer-
ing the typical questions — 
“How do you fi nd housing?” or 
“How do you sign up for class-
es?” — the students and rep-
resentatives are there to share 
their experiences.
“We fi nd that’s most help-
ful,” Maine said. “That peer to 
peer interaction, students talk-
ing to each other. Just gett ing 
excited about it and being able 
to talk to people who have been 
there and done it.”
 
Olympic navigation
Emily Dougherty is no 
stranger to the benefi ts of 
studying abroad. While she was 
studying in the Netherlands 
years ago, she realized the-
long track speed skating world 
championships were taking 
place a couple hours from her 
location. Having just arrived to 
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The fate of Arbor Park con-
tinues to be a topic of discussion 
for community members.
In previous months, several 
members of the Grand Forks 
community rallied together to 
introduce a petition demanding 
city council cease development 
plans. The petition needed 3,465 
verifi ed signatures in order to be 
validated and presented to the 
city council.
During a meeting held by 
Grand Forks city council on 
Thursday Jan. 5, staff  presented 
a report confi rming the validity 
of the petition, which exceeded 
the required number of signa-
tures from community mem-
bers.
Meredith Richards, Deputy 
Director of Community Devel-
opment for Grand Forks, ex-
plains that city council has 60 
days to take action on the peti-
tion, which seeks to force the 
sale of the lot to the Grand Forks 
Park District for $1. If no action 
is taken before the Feb. 26 dead-
line, or if City Council rejects the 
petition, the park’s fate is put to 
a vote.
If the petition is taken to a 
vote, the city may either defer 
the vote until the next general 
election in 2018 or convene a 
special election. The special elec-
tion would likely be held sum-
mer 2016 and could also include 
an infrastructure sales tax pro-
posal on the ballot.
Whatever the outcome, Rich-
ards says this is just the begin-
ning.
“I believe Arbor Park will be 
a topic of discussion probably 
in the next couple weeks,” Rich-
ards said. “At that point they will 
make the decision either to go to 
a vote or not.”
Despite a portion of the com-
munity fi ghting for Arbor Park 
to remain as is, Richards says 
there are several reasons to sup-
port the development of Arbor 
Park.
“It makes Grand Forks a 
more att ractive community to 
have a diff erent array of housing 
options,” Richards said. “There 
aren’t a lot of downtown condo 
options and certainly none of 
this style. So if we’re trying to at-
tract cutt ing edge industry and 
smart, young, technically astute 
residents, then this is a good 
thing.”
Should the city opt to hold a 
special election, which is likely, 
Grand Forks taxpayers will be 
footing the bill.
“It doesn’t come cheap,” 
Richards said, “and that is a 
public cost.”
 
Long process
Grand Forks city council 
authorized a request for pro-
posals (RFP) in summer 2015. 
The purpose of the RFP was to 
accept development proposals 
for Arbor Park. Dakota Com-
mercial, JLG Architects and 
Community Contractors sub-
mitt ed the winning proposal for 
development before the July 25 
deadline. Their proposal called 
1 | Creative
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Arbor Park in downtown Grand Forks is the center point of a debate whether to re-develop pocket parks that were created 
after the 1997 flood.
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the country, Dougherty 
didn’t know many people 
and couldn’t fi nd anyone 
to go with her.
Determined to make 
it to the competition, 
Dougherty decided to 
take matt ers into her own 
hands.
“I thought, ‘well, I 
got myself to the Neth-
erlands, so I can get my-
self to this competition,’” 
Dougherty said.
Finding her way to the 
train station, Dougherty 
navigated her way to the 
event by herself. Att end-
ing the competition in a 
foreign country has be-
come one of her fondest 
memories. Her experi-
ence overseas served as 
motivation to become an 
education abroad advisor.
“I chose this fi eld be-
cause I love that feeling 
of accomplishment; that 
I’ve made it, I’ve opened 
my mind and I’m aware 
of other things going on,” 
Dougherty said. “My fa-
vorite part so far has been 
talking to students when 
they return.”
International insight
The two advisors have 
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Students enter Merrifield Hall on Tuesday, 
Jan. 11, 2016.
Spending Thanksgiving at the Dakota Access Pipeline
Haley Olson is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at
haley.l.olson@und.edu
In 1620, a group of 
colonists arrived at Plym-
outh Rock, Mass. The 
voyage in their ship, the 
Mayfl ower, had been 
brutal, and they were ill-
prepared for the harsh 
New England winter. If 
it weren’t for the help of 
a local Native American 
tribe, they may not have 
lasted the winter. The next 
year, after the fall harvest, 
the Pilgrims included the 
tribe in their festival, the 
fi rst Thanksgiving.
Nearly 400 years later, 
I travelled with a group 
of fellow students at the 
University of North Da-
kota, to return to the orig-
inal spirit of this North 
American holiday. We 
were delivering the result 
of a food-and-clothing 
drive spanning Grand 
Forks, Fargo, and Min-
neapolis to the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation. 
Specifi cally, an area of the 
reservation just north of 
Cannon Ball, N.D., where 
for the past six months, 
over 3,000 people have 
also invited their partners 
from around campus, to 
include fi nancial well-
ness, fi nancial aid and 
career services. The advi-
sors’ goal is to ensure that 
any question or concern a 
student might have will 
be answered. 
Maine and Dougherty 
also want to ensure the 
students that they will 
also be wandering around 
— nametags and all — to 
address any concerns a 
student might have.
Pointing out that far 
too few students study 
abroad, Maine and 
Dougherty hope to fos-
ter interest in studying 
abroad during the Study 
Abroad Fair. Ready to 
answer questions, ad-
dress concerns and share 
some stories, the advisors 
are eager for the event to 
start.
“Everybody deserves 
to have an international 
experience of some sort,” 
Maine said. “That’s why I 
do what I do.”
gathered to protest the 
construction of the Da-
kota Access Pipeline. 
We were giving aid to a 
group to assist in their 
survival over the brutal 
winter months, but in a 
way, we were also giving 
thanks to the protestors 
and demonstrators.
We drove down to 
Standing Rock on Thanks-
giving morning; myself in 
my car, following the or-
ganizers of the food drive, 
Will Beaton and Alex 
Aman of Sandbagger 
News, and three other fol-
lowing behind. Along the 
way, we picked up more 
blankets and supplies to 
last the night. 
Arriving at the reser-
vation, we set up camp 
in Sacred Stones, the sup-
port camp of the protest 
sites. We met up with a 
group of media personnel 
Aman had met on a previ-
ous trip to Standing Rock 
with VICE News. They 
hosted us for the night at 
their camp, a military tent 
sporting an iron stove, so-
lar powered lighting, and 
tons of tarp and carpets 
insulating the fl oor.
As I toured the camps 
with some of our group, 
some took note of just 
how civil the camp was. 
There were road signs for 
traffi  c, people exchanging 
stories and supplies, and 
open fi re pits. As the sun 
set, a group began singing 
a Native American chant 
in front of a roaring fi re 
— an entrancing display. 
Afterwards, the camps 
served a Thanksgiving 
dinner of turkey, pota-
toes and gravy, and all 
the other fi xings at sev-
eral constructed kitchen 
buildings. 
Morning chants woke 
us at sunup the next day. 
After unloading and de-
livering our donated sup-
plies, we set off  and went 
our separate ways; the 
Sandbagger group went 
to a nearby town, fi lming 
their Thanksgiving pa-
rade with drones, while I 
returned to Grand Forks. 
Since the trip, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
denied the permit to con-
struct the pipeline. How-
ever, protesters continue 
to inhabit the camps at 
the reservation, enduring 
frigid weather to block 
the proposed path of the 
pipeline; while construc-
tion is currently halted, 
the backers of the pipe-
line, Energy Transfer Part-
ners and Sunoco Logistics 
Partner, are committ ed 
in the construction, and 
President-Elect Donald 
Trump (who previously 
owned a share of Energy 
Transfer) has voiced sup-
port of their endeavor.
While my time at 
Standing Rock was not the 
most physically comfort-
able, the people present 
were all social and gener-
ous. Despite the circum-
stances, spirits were high, 
and it was hard to feel 
pessimistic, even with the 
police fl ood lights lining 
the nearby hills. I do not 
regret going to Standing 
Rock, and Aman plans to 
return as often as he can.
In modern society, 
Thanksgiving is a time of 
families coming together, 
celebrating and saying 
what they’re all thank-
ful for. Going back to the 
roots of the holiday, there 
are many ways for you to 
show just how thankful 
you are.
writing, but Wolfe hopes 
to look into the tenured 
position in the fall.
“The value of creative 
thinking is recognized by 
UND’s Essential Studies 
program, which requires 
that every student take 
at least one course in the 
Fine Arts,” Wolfe said. 
“We will have creative 
writing.
“Creative literary ex-
pression has always been 
a tremendously impor-
tant part of human experi-
ence, whether that is oral 
narrative, poems, stories, 
novels, autobiography, 
whatever.  Therefore, it is 
an important part of a col-
lege education to nurture 
and develop that human 
tradition and to deepen 
students’ engagement 
with it,” Wolfe said. “We 
want to get back to the 
point in which we will 
have two creative writing 
professors back.”
Arthur's Barn Dance
9pm-1am
Admission $10.00
2 miles north of  Arthur, ND on #18
967-8354
Friday, January 13
Silverado
Connor Johnson
The Dakota Student
for a 6-story mixed-use 
structure with lower level 
commercial space and up-
per level owner occupied 
condominiums.
The call for the de-
velopment of Arbor Park 
came after the Downtown 
Development group of the 
Mayor’s Vibrancy Initia-
tive identifi ed the need for 
greater density and hous-
ing options within Grand 
Forks.
Available downtown 
space has become in-
creasingly limited and 
in demand. The Down-
town Development group 
identifi ed Arbor Park as 
“the most buildable City-
owned lot near the down-
town core.”
Matt Eidson is the News Editor for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
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Characters Moana and Maui on a movie poster.
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Calling all Disney movie lovers
Polynesian princess. I re-
ally knew nothing about 
Polynesian culture, but 
this movie sparked an 
interest, and after watch-
ing it, I found reading up 
on the mythology that 
the movie was based off 
of.
My favorite part of 
the entire movie was 
the soundtrack. Many 
characters sang songs, 
but Cravalho’s voice 
was the star of the show. 
Her bright tone was per-
fect for the role. Johnson 
even had a song to him-
self, which I thought was 
amazing and hysterical. 
Until then, I didn’t re-
alize “The Rock” could 
sing. All of the songs 
were very catchy and 
fun. An interesting part 
of the soundtrack was 
that not all of the songs 
were in English. Some 
were in a Polynesian lan-
guage called Tokelauan. 
My favorite song 
played a few times 
throughout the movie 
and was called “How Far 
I’ll Go.” It was Moana 
singing about her pas-
sion for the ocean and 
following her dreams.
The animation of the 
Emily Gibbens
Dakota Student
Emily Gibbens is an  opinion writer for   
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at emily.r.gibbens@und.edu
If you’re a college stu-
dent who still watches 
children’s movies (like 
me), you were a fan of 
the Disney princess clas-
sics Tangled or Frozen, 
or you like feel-good 
movies that make you 
smile and laugh, the 
movie Moana would be 
right up your alley. 
The movie is directed 
by Ron Clements and 
John Musker. The pair 
has worked together be-
fore on many animated 
Disney films includ-
ing The Little Mermaid, 
Aladdin, Hercules, and 
more recently, the Prin-
cess and the Frog. 
Moana is voiced by 
Auli’i Cravalho, a six-
teen-year-old Hawaiian 
girl. The only big name 
actors in the movie is 
Dwayne Johnson who 
voices Maui and Nicole 
Scherzinger who voices 
Moana’s mother, Sina. 
Moana is the story 
of a teenage Hawai-
ian princess who has a 
love of the ocean and a 
need to explore it. Her 
father, who is the ruler 
of their island, believes 
the ocean is nothing but 
dangerous and doesn’t 
allow any of the villag-
ers to travel past the bay. 
Moana disobeys her fa-
ther and ventures out to 
try and save her village. 
Along the way she meets 
a demi-god named Maui, 
and they work together 
overcoming many ob-
stacles to save the island.
 I thought it was great 
of Disney to give us a 
movie was extremely im-
pressive. I can’t even be-
gin to imagine how dif-
ficult it must be to make 
an animated ocean look 
realistic, but they hit the 
nail right on the head. 
The movement of the 
waves, the way the sail-
boat was rocking, and 
the light that glistened 
off of the water were 
done perfectly to make it 
look authentic. CGI was 
used for the animation 
of the entire movie with 
one exception. The only 
thing hand-drawn were 
the demi-god Maui’s tat-
toos that come to life and 
move about his body.
The only nega-
tive thing I have to say 
about this movie is that 
it seemed to last a little 
longer than it needed 
to. I think Moana’s jour-
ney on the ocean was 
drawn out a bit too long, 
especially when it is a 
children’s movie that is 
made to be able to capti-
vate and entertain a very 
young audience.
Overall, I give Moana 
a 4.5 out of 5 stars. It came 
out in theaters at the end 
of November, and I went 
to it three times, so I 
would definitely recom-
mend it to anyone who 
enjoys a good-old Disney 
story.
“I can’t even begin to imagine how 
difficult it must be to make an animated 
ocean look realistic, but they hit the nail 
right on the head.” 
Emily Gibbens 
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The Dakota Student 
is looking for tal-
ented writers to ap-
ply for this and next 
semester. Join a team 
dedicated to bringing 
the news to the UND 
campus and beyond.
 After multiple sexist 
comments Trump has 
made about women 
throughout his cam-
paign, it’s only fitting 
that millions of women 
around the world chose 
his inauguration day 
to unite and march in 
support of equality and 
women’s rights.
The Women’s March 
emphasized several 
Unity Principles, such 
as ending violence, 
reproductive rights, civil 
rights, etc. Their mission 
statement begins with, 
“The rhetoric of the 
past election cycle has 
insulted, demonized, 
and threatened many of 
us – immigrants of all 
statuses, Muslims and 
those of diverse reli-
gious faiths, people who 
identify as LGBTQIA, 
Native people, Black and 
Brown people, people 
with disabilities, survi-
vors of sexual assault 
– and our communities 
are hurting and scared. 
We are confronted with 
the question of how to 
move forward in the face 
of national and interna-
tional concern and fear.”
The march was so 
influential that small 
towns and cities across 
the nation felt compelled 
to participate in their 
own way. Even Grand 
Forks held a march that 
day in support of the 
national event. There 
were even marches in 
other parts of the world. 
Peaceful protests held 
everywhere were bring-
ing awareness to issues 
Women’s March emphasizing unity
Elizabeth Fequiere
Dakota Student
that are vital to the 
advancement of gen-
der equality, which has 
proven to be a problem 
in more than just a few 
countries.
Although there were 
people at these events 
the express intention to 
cause chaos and destruc-
tion, this doesn’t speak 
to the heart of the mes-
sage and the real reason 
why so many expressed 
their support. When 
celebrities like Ashley 
Judd get involved in 
civil rights movements 
like this, it increases 
media attention and 
makes people want to 
pay attention to the 
cause. Her poetry slam 
emphasized the unique 
struggles females go 
through everyday and 
how little appreciation 
they get for it.
In an age where 
sexual assault and gen-
der equality are such hot 
button issues, it’s dis-
heartening to know that 
our newest president has 
made past statements 
degrading women and 
then further dismissing 
it as locker room talk. 
This isn’t the first time 
that a man with influ-
ence has referred to the 
treatment of women in a 
less than respectful man-
ner, but the difference 
here is Trump became 
President.
Trump’s actions, 
statements and ev-
ery move he makes is 
scrutinized and over-
analyzed, but that’s the 
nature of the job. Trump 
now sets the standard 
for how other men act 
toward women and his 
insensitivity and blatant 
disrespect of women 
only further excuses 
other men’s behavior. It 
sets back the progress 
that has been made in 
gender equality thus far.
The Women’s March 
was a statement, a mes-
sage to the rest of the 
world boasting that 
“women’s rights are hu-
man rights.” They will 
not be ignored or intimi-
dated and they have the 
numbers to ensure that 
their views and concerns 
will be heard. 
The cause doesn’t 
stop here, the goal is to 
continue the movement 
and accomplish ten ac-
tions in a hundred days. 
On the Women’s March 
website, they state, “Ev-
ery 10 days we will take 
action on an issue we 
all care about, starting 
today.” 
They plan to continue 
to apply pressure on the 
Trump administration 
and make it known that 
this isn’t just a one-time 
snap response to the 
swearing in of a presi-
dent they don’t believe 
in. This is the beginning 
of a lifelong movement 
and commitment to the 
furthering of gender 
equality.
In the years to come 
and in the midst of 
many other national and 
international concerns, 
I can only hope that, if 
Trump decides to do 
nothing in the way to 
advance women’s rights, 
women will continue to 
stand together and blaze 
more trails of success 
and advancement in the 
face of adversity.
Elizabeth Fequiere is an  opinion writer 
for   The Dakota Student. She can be 
reached at elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu
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Women march in front on Capitol Hill the day after the inauguration.
Our legislature has 
continued to take the 
ridiculous approach of 
using a fire axe to open 
an unlocked door as op-
posed to merely using a 
more nuanced and slight 
adjustment to correct 
a perceived flaw in the 
current law. Before we 
discuss what the new law 
will do, we need to first 
attempt to understand 
what it is trying to cor-
rect, a law starting with 
good intentions before 
being distorted to the 
point of Loony Toons.
As it stands, self de-
fense is an issue in the 
state of North Dakota be-
cause the law is nebulous 
as to what constitutes 
self defense. It’s unclear 
whether or not duty to 
retreat exists even in the 
home. As a result, if your 
home is being invaded, 
it is unclear if you must 
first attempt to hide 
from the robber, call the 
police, or clear to fire 
whenever able. Further-
more, this creates great 
difficulty in the law, 
since proving these is es-
sentially impossible, and 
creates a problem when 
the armament of the as-
sailant is unknown. 
As an example, if an 
unarmed nut job breaks 
into your home and 
tries to take your TV in 
the middle of the night, 
and you with your fire-
arm notice him and at-
tempt to stop him, it is 
debateable whether or 
not self-defense applied. 
Under the castle doctrine 
it most assuredly is, the 
second an invader en-
ters your home, you are 
allowed to assume he is 
armed and have no duty 
to retreat, but under cur-
rent law it is very nebu-
lous (since you have not 
attempted to retreat, and 
have rather proceeded to 
go on the offensive).
This is just the first of 
two problems currently 
in self-defense law in our 
state, the second comes 
to who is the aggressor 
and who is the defend-
er. Let’s go back once 
again to our theoretical 
scenario, only you have 
retreated, and he con-
tinues to advance (you 
have knowledge that he 
is armed). The second he 
attempts to retreat, you 
could theoretically be 
no longer able to utilize 
your weapons for self-
defense, and you would 
become the accidental 
aggressor. 
In the heat of the mo-
ment this creates great 
issues. For example, if he 
sees you with a shotgun 
and moves back behind 
the wall, he has tempo-
rarily retreated and you 
could not shoot him as 
he is ducking behind the 
corner, but could once 
he peeks his head back 
out to shoot at you. As a 
result, where and when 
you can defend yourself 
becomes very question-
able at best, arbitrary at 
worst, and even as he 
retreats, there is nothing 
stopping him from quick-
ly turning to engage in 
a fire-fight. This means 
that you the homeowner 
could shoot him acciden-
tally in the back or as he 
was retreating, and no 
longer be protected by 
self-defense laws. 
Once again, this runs 
contrary to the castle 
doctrine in a far more 
problematic way than 
the unarmed wack job, 
as the invader has the 
permanent advantage 
and is more protected 
under law than the per-
son whose home is being 
invaded or robbed. The 
state legislature with all 
do credit, recognized 
this potential issue and 
decided to write a new 
law expanding the prin-
ciples of the castle doc-
trine, but perhaps went, 
as usual, a bit too far.
As it stands right 
now, being written, you 
are allowed to engage in 
direct fire with no duty 
to retreat (so far so good) 
regardless of the posi-
tional orientation of the 
criminal, (again good) 
but it has greatly ex-
panded the definition of 
what is considered your 
castle, and what consti-
tutes an invader/intrud-
er. Unfortunately, the 
law uses the words “rea-
sonable belief”, which 
basically means if you 
would have any reason 
for such a belief, you can 
use lethal force. 
As an example of 
things which would now 
be covered as an invader, 
who you could poten-
tially be free to shoot: 
a high-schooler egging 
your house, a disgrun-
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to. I think Moana’s jour-
ney on the ocean was 
drawn out a bit too long, 
especially when it is a 
children’s movie that is 
made to be able to capti-
vate and entertain a very 
young audience.
Overall, I give Moana 
a 4.5 out of 5 stars. It came 
out in theaters at the end 
of November, and I went 
to it three times, so I 
would definitely recom-
mend it to anyone who 
enjoys a good-old Disney 
story.
tled ex-girlfriend keying 
your car, a person paint-
ing graffiti on a building 
you own, an illegal so-
licitor trying to sell you 
pots and pans, a person 
who has swerved off the 
road and ran over some 
of your corn or soybeans, 
or a person attempting 
to escape an assailant of 
their own who is running 
through your property.
While we can debate 
whether or not these 
people are criminals 
and what the punish-
ment should be for these 
people, we can all agree 
that shooting them with 
a shotgun is not self de-
fense. This is yet another 
classic example of what 
happens when ideas get 
too extreme, they start 
off well-intentioned, and 
with the potential to do 
great good, but as a re-
sult of negligence, in-
competence or an overly 
literalist interpretation 
of a word (in this case in-
vader/intruder), we are 
left with another bizarre 
law that does more harm 
than good.
I hope that I don’t 
have to write another 
one of these articles 
this semester, and that 
our legislators begin to 
proofread their laws for 
unintended consequenc-
es as opposed to relying 
on people such as myself 
and Rob Port to point 
out the problems with 
them, days before a vote. 
This is once again indica-
tive of a greater need 
for legal understanding 
within our legislature, 
and the return of a ‘look 
before you leap’ mental-
ity, greatly lacking in our 
current political climate.
“As it stands, self defense is an issue in 
the state of North Dakota because the law is 
nebulous as to what constitutes self defense.”
Dave Owen. 
Women’s March emphasizing unity
Part I
‘This land is your 
land…’ but we will take 
it from you and leave you 
with a trail of tears…
As we continue with our 
truth series we take a brief 
look here at how treaties 
were used to take the lands 
of the indigenous people.
The official history site 
of the United States says: 
The U.S. Government used 
treaties as one means to 
displace Indians from their 
tribal lands. Other more vi-
cious methods were also 
used including extermina-
tion, starvation, assimila-
tion, and discrimination as 
well as the regular practice 
of breaking treaties.
How can it be that trea-
ties are made and then 
broken unilaterally by one 
party time and time again? 
Throughout our global his-
tory treaties were broken 
when one party intended 
to go to war with the other 
party – the U.S. was no ex-
ception. Arthur Spirling, 
Harvard professor, con-
cluded that the strategy of 
the U.S. government was to 
make take-it-or-leave-it of-
fers leaving the tribes pow-
erless to object. The treaties 
were broken so often that it 
became obvious that break-
ing treaties was the strategy 
of the U.S. government.
As we saw in the Doc-
trine of (Christian) Discov-
ery article, the Supreme 
Court “rationalized” land 
succession by disavow-
ing that the natives had a 
right to the land. However, 
author Stuart Banner con-
cluded from his research 
that it was implicit in the 
agreements that the Indi-
ans actually owned the land 
and were thus able to trade 
it away. Looking at the vari-
ous treaties, one sees that the 
U.S. government used the 
term “Nation” intention-
ally and assumed that the 
natives were transferring 
their right of possession. As 
one reads treaties this right 
becomes an indisputable 
fact. Nebraska Studies sim-
ply describes the treaties as 
those between “Sovereign 
Nations”.
Ojibwe (aka Anishi-
naabe; Anglicized to Chip-
pewa)
In 1863 in connection 
with the signing of the Old 
Crossing Treaty, Alexander 
Ramsey arrived on behalf of 
the U.S. government with 
300 troops and a Gatling 
gun. Ramsey presented the 
Treaty as a right to pass 
through Ojibwe country. 
However, the Treaty actu-
ally ceded 11 million acres, 
including most of the Red 
River Valley of North Dako-
ta and a substantial portion 
of northwest Minnesota, to 
the U.S. government. The 
Senate made several chang-
es to the Treaty and Many 
Ojibwe refused to sign it. 
Bishop Henry Whipple said 
the Treaty was a fraud from 
beginning to end. Note that 
Grand Forks and the Uni-
versity of North Dakota are 
located on these lands. 
An additional 9 mil-
lion acres were ceded to the 
U.S. government under the 
McCumber Treaty (known 
as the 10-cent Treaty). The 
Treaty was made in 1892 
but Chief Little Shell III re-
fused to sign it so the gov-
ernment waited until after 
he died and finalized the 
treaty in 1904.
A common miscon-
ception is that American 
Indians are compensated 
in many ways for their 
lands, such as free educa-
tion, monthly checks and 
no taxation. First, American 
Indians pay for college the 
same way other students do 
as they compete for funding 
and scholarships. Second, 
a quick look at the poverty 
rates on the reservations 
will dispel any notion that 
American Indians are re-
ceiving government hand-
outs. Poverty rates on larger 
reservations in the tri-
state area of the Dakotas 
and Minnesota are three to 
four times the state averag-
es and nationwide extreme 
poverty rates on larger res-
ervations are as much six 
times the average rate for 
the nation. Regarding taxa-
tion, one study estimated 
that every Native American 
man, woman and child in 
North Dakota contributed 
an average of $1,342 in taxes 
in 2012 – a lot of taxes for an 
impoverished people!
Part II – the Cherokee 
and Great Sioux Nation 
treaties
‘This land is your 
land…’ but we will take 
it from you and leave you 
with a trail of tears… 
Cherokee
One prominent treaty 
that is significant to the In-
dian struggle is the Treaty 
of New Ochota, which was 
ratified by Congress de-
spite objections by Daniel 
Webster and Henry Clay. 
President Andrew Jackson, 
who history has shown 
was extremely corrupt 
in numerous ways, engi-
neered the signing of the 
Treaty with a tiny fraction 
of the Cherokee Nation of 
Alabama and Georgia. The 
majority of the Cherokee 
objected to the Treaty and 
tried to keep their land but 
they were driven out by 
Federal troops and Georgia 
militia and forcibly relo-
cated to eastern Oklahoma. 
The relocation is known as 
the “Trail of Tears” because 
more than one-fourth of the 
Indians died in route due to 
the brutal conditions. This 
happened even though the 
Supreme Court had ruled 
that the individual states 
had no rights to Indian 
lands. Andrew Jackson ig-
nored the Supreme Court 
and sent federal troops to 
drive out the Cherokee. He 
said that if the Court want-
ed the Indians to have rights 
they could enforce their de-
cision themselves.
The Great Sioux Nation
No treaties are more sig-
nificant to the people of this 
tri-state area and to tribes 
that comprise the Great 
Sioux Nation than the Trea-
ties of Fort Laramie. Ap-
proximately 10,000 Indians 
gathered in 1851 from nu-
merous tribes, including the 
Sioux, Crow, Mandan, Hi-
datsa, Cheyenne, Arapaho 
and others to define bound-
aries for various tribes. The 
1851 Treaty set boundaries 
with the Great Sioux Nation 
for the first time. The map 
[map 3] shows the bound-
aries and it is important to 
note that the Treaty set the 
eastern boundary at the east 
side of the Missouri River, 
thus acknowledging that 
this section of the Missouri 
River was part of the Great 
Sioux Nation. Settlers were 
allowed to cross the lands 
but only in designated plac-
es along established trails.
By 1868 the U.S. govern-
ment intervened allegedly 
due to skirmishes between 
settlers and Indians. The 
government wrote a new 
treaty, the 1868 Treaty with 
the Sioux Nation, which 
covered the same area but 
gave different distinctions 
to the Reservation lands out-
side of what is now South 
Dakota. Chief Sitting Bull 
said, “They want us to give 
up another chunk of our 
tribal land. This is not the 
first time or the last time.” 
And it wasn’t as the Reser-
vation shrunk dramatically. 
In 1874 in clear violation of 
the Treaty, the government 
sent Custer into the Black 
Hills where he led an expe-
dition of over 1,000 soldiers 
and others to evaluate re-
sources. Speculation soon 
surfaced that there was gold 
in the Black Hills and the 
sacred Black hills could no 
longer be part of the deal. 
Once again the government 
reneged and by now the 
pattern was clear just as Sit-
ting Bull had observed.
The U.S. government 
stopped entering into trea-
ties with Indians in 1871 
and in 1877 they simply 
broke the Sioux Nation 
Treaty and annexed the 
Black Hills and all of the 
western one-sixth of South 
Dakota. By 1889 the Sioux 
tribes had no voice left and 
their reservation was cut in 
half and tribes were segre-
gated. [Map 5] The Great 
Sioux Reservation became a 
microcosm of the 1851 and 
1868 treaties and it became 
impossible for the tribes 
to continue their way of 
Truth and reconciliation
Tyson Jeannette and 
Michael Hendrickson
Contributing Writers
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life. The hunting grounds, 
which were to remain so 
long as the buffalo roamed, 
were decimated as Buffalo 
Bill and others had need-
lessly slaughtered most of 
them.
No justice occurred un-
til 1980 when the Supreme 
Court ruled that the 1968 
Treaty had been violated 
and that the U.S. govern-
ment had wrongfully taken 
the Black Hills and wrong-
fully terminated the hunting 
rights. In 2011, PBS reported 
the value of the unclaimed 
monetary damages to be 
$1.3 billion. The Sioux have 
refused the money – they 
want their sacred lands. 
It is for them the Garden 
of Eden where the creator 
breathed life into them.
This is but three exam-
ples of the nearly 600 trea-
ties, most of which were 
unilaterally broken by the 
U.S. government. This 
needs to be healed – the Bro-
ken Treaties as well as the 
(false) Doctrine of Discov-
ery – and they can be if we 
all have the will to reconcile 
and take some courageous 
steps.
#4 - Native American Treaties and Maps
Photo courtesy of Treat of Old Cross Wikipedia page.
Map of Sioux Treaty lands and the surrounding area.
Features | 5 
File photo / Dakota Student
Students walk across a frigid UND campus.
It’s that wonderful 
time of year again. That 
time of year when we all 
throw our laundry into 
our cars and return to 
Grand Forks with mixed 
emotions.
After yelling at each 
other over politics while 
preparing for another 
stressful round of fi nals, a 
few weeks off  were well-
deserved. But, we all had 
to face reality at some 
point: vacation can’t last 
forever.
For some, returning to 
campus is a joyous time. A 
time to get back together 
with friends and fi nally get 
around to cleaning your 
dorm. For others, coming 
back to Grand Forks is 
just a reminder that they 
haven’t graduated. It 
seems almost proper for 
those tired students to 
be re-welcomed to class 
with a cold hug given by 
nature.
This winter has been a 
special one so far, because 
it has been aff ected by a 
climate patt ern called La 
Niña. 
“The La Niña basically 
means that the pacifi c 
oceans temperatures 
have become cooler 
than average,” UND 
atmospheric science 
student Kaela Lucke said. 
“So a La Niña winter in 
North Dakota generally 
means that overall we 
will have a wett er winter, 
meaning above average 
snowfall and we also will 
experience cooler than 
average temperatures.”
A La Niña winter 
normally follows an 
El Niño winter, which 
happened last year. 
This arctic embrace is 
just enough for some to 
contemplate major life 
decisions.
“Why did I decide to 
go to school here?” UND 
junior Michael Kelsch said. 
“Some days the commute 
to Gamble is horrible. I 
wish I got a car starter for 
Christmas.”
Having to walk around 
in the frigid winter 
could be one of the most 
dangerous aspects of 
UND student life. A note 
worthy of mention is that 
Grand Forks isn’t known 
for having a calm cold. 
Dealing with the cold is 
one thing, but the constant 
wind will bite skin off 
anywhere unprotected. 
When it isn’t snowing, the 
wind is still blowing it in 
everyone’s faces.
The fi rst week of 
spring semester classes 
was a harsh way to break 
students back into the 
routine, with Wednesday 
and Thursday both having 
highs in the negatives and 
winds roaring from 15 to 
20 miles per hour.
Friday is no exception, 
with the temperature 
resting in the negatives 
until the early evening. 
For students who have 
morning classes, the 
temperature will be in the 
negative twenties with the 
wind being in the low-
teens.
For off -campus 
walkers, these conditions 
could lead to frostbite 
of unprotected skin 
in almost ten minutes 
according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The 
icy conditions make the 
sidewalks a slippery 
hazard, but winds at such 
high speeds only make 
things more treacherous.
Political science 
student Reid Kemp recalls 
a time when the wind 
caught a student and their 
wiener dog off  guard.
“A really huge breeze 
came by and blew the dog 
sideways,” Kemp said.
The bitt er winter can 
be downright brutal for 
students trying to get to 
their classes. However, 
some students ultimately 
succumb to Jack Frost. 
“It’s understandable [for 
students to skip class] if 
we get extremely high 
winds,” Kelsch said. 
“Nobody wants to go 
outside those days.”
Kelsch also said he has 
never skipped a class due 
to weather.
The Grand Forks 
winter also wreaks havoc 
for drivers. University 
Avenue and on-campus 
parking is consistently 
fi lled with moving 
vehicles as is, and winter 
only brings slippery roads, 
snow mounds distorting 
vision around corners and 
maintenance problems. 
Kemp’s car batt ery gave 
out on him on Monday, 
threatening his plans to be 
present for the fi rst day of 
classes.
On the fl ip side, many 
students fi nd the winter 
to be a beautiful time for 
North Dakota.
“Personally, I love 
winter as long as there 
is a lot of snow,” Lucke 
saud. “So this winter 
has been perfect for me 
because there is enough 
snow for me to enjoy the 
activities I love like skiing, 
snowmobiling and ice 
skating.”
While some students 
fi nd snow as their key to 
partaking in activities, 
there are students like 
Kelsch who prefer snow 
to keep them from said 
activities.
“It’s cool to see actual 
snow storms again,” 
Kelsch said. “Especially 
when they cancel school. 
I hope we get more of 
those.”
La Niña takes role in North Dakota winter
Welcome back UND students
Jacob Notermann
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Toronto professor refuses pronouns
The University of 
Toronto has been in an 
uproar these last few 
months over transgender 
pronoun use, political 
correctness and freedom 
of speech. 
Professor Jordan 
Peterson is objecting to the 
canadian government’s 
Bill C-16, which will 
outlaw harassment and 
discrimination based 
on gender identity 
expression under the 
Canadian Human 
Rights Act and Criminal 
Code. Peterson believes 
no individual has the 
right to invent a new 
vocabulary because their 
gender identity does 
not match the current 
options in our societies 
gender spectrum. 
Gender identity 
is defined by the 
Ontario Human Rights 
Commission as “each 
person’s internal and 
individual experience of 
gender. It is their sense 
of being a woman, a 
man, both, neither or 
anywhere along the 
gender spectrum.” 
Gender expression is 
defined as the manner in 
which a person presents 
themself, which includes 
outward appearance 
such as dress, hair, 
makeup, behavior, body 
language and voice, as 
well as a person’s name 
and the pronouns they 
use.
The Human Rights Act 
protects minority groups 
from discrimination, 
being fired, evicted or 
otherwise discriminated 
against in federally-
regulated workplaces, 
housing or public 
Ottawa-run services.
"The addition to the 
human rights code is 
not about criminalizing 
anything," professor 
Brenda Cossman said 
Bill C-16’s addition 
to the code is not for 
criminalizing anything, 
pointing out that 
violating the human 
rights code can only be 
punished through fines, 
Nick Sallen
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but never jail time.
Peterson argues in 
one of his many YouTube 
videos that failure to 
pay the fine, which he 
intends to do if he is 
fined, would result in a 
trial with the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal 
where jail time is very 
possible, as failure to 
use a transgender's 
preferred pronouns is 
now considered a hate 
crime under the new 
legislation. 
Peterson believes him 
being required to address 
his trans-students by the 
pronouns they prefer is a 
violation of his freedom 
of speech. He further 
believes that others do 
not have the authority to 
compel him to use their 
preferred pronouns.
Personally, I believe 
that this bill is needed 
for the protection of the 
marginalized minority 
group. But to force 
pronouns on another, 
and the possibility of 
it being a hate crime 
should someone not 
follow the preferred 
pronouns, is incoherent 
and absurd. 
I have no problem 
using a friend’s preferred 
pronouns, but not doing 
so shouldn’t be a crime. 
This should be a matter 
of harassment rather 
than a hate crime. 
Currently, using 
racial slurs is not illegal, 
it’s just very poor taste. 
I think this bill is setting 
a dangerous precedent 
by forcing Canadians to 
use someone’s preferred 
pronouns. In an effort to 
give equality to all, basic 
human rights are being 
infringed upon. 
I trust that our 
language will evolve 
while remaining 
sensitive to the trans 
community in time. At 
the very least “they” is a 
common word which has 
been adopted by some 
non-binaries in the trans 
community and has no 
implication of sex or 
gender. 
Nick Sallen is the editor-in-chief 
for the Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at nicholas.sallen@und.edu
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Leighton Broadcasting, A marketing company, is in 
search of interns for every department.
From marketing and sales to on air broadcasting to 
promotional events.
If you are eager, cheerful and want to learn and ex-
perience what it's like behind the scenes of a marketing 
company, we want to teach you!!!!
Please send us an email and tell us what it is you 
hope to learn by interning with Leighton Broadcasting, 
along with your contact information and best times 
available to:
tmayer@leightonbroadcasting.com
Local Moving and Storage Company (Kedney Mov-
ing Center)
Looking for friendly, hard working people.
Flexible scheduling with pay of up to $16/hour.
Stop by 4700 Demers Ave. for an application.
Must have valid driver's license.
Photo courtesy of Dale Robinett e.
Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling star in 'La La Land,' a period fi lm about a jazz pianist that falls for an aspiring actress in Los Angeles.
"La La Land"; the glitz and the glam
Beginning in win-
ter and continuing un-
til next fall, the movie 
centers on the evolution 
of the romance between 
Mia (Emma Stone), who 
works part-time as a 
barista while pursuing 
whatever auditions arise 
in the hopes of making 
it on the big screen as 
an actress, and Sebastian 
(Ryan Gosling), a jazz pi-
anist who uses his talents 
to raise money to open 
up his own jazz club. 
What they have in 
common, besides their 
love for one another, is 
their ambition and pur-
suit for fame and fortune 
in ‘La La Land,’ an old 
nickname coined for the 
city of Los Angeles. 
The roles of Mia and 
Sebastian couldn’t have 
been played better by 
anyone other than Stone 
and Gosling, who, af-
ter having been in three 
films together already, 
proved they could play 
lovers of any kind. In 
“La La Land” they play a 
pair whose tension stems 
from their love and am-
bition. 
Despite their widely 
known reputations and 
appearances in movies 
of multiple genres, Stone 
and Gosling’s award-
winning acting makes 
their characters believ-
able, likeable and even 
relatable in how their 
attempts to follow their 
dreams affects those they 
love.
At just 31-years old, 
director Damien Cha-
zelle, who rose to fame 
after directing critically-
acclaimed “Whiplash,” 
cements his status as a 
serious director through 
his success in blending 
novelty with nostalgia in 
“La La Land.” Chazelle 
makes artistic and musi-
cal decisions that commit 
to the tone he introduces 
in the opening scene 
and keeps it consistent 
throughout the movie. 
By choosing to film 
all the musical scenes in 
one take, for example, 
Chazelle perfectly cap-
tures the energy and re-
produces the magic of 
the old-school broadway 
musicals. Like his previ-
ous films, “La La Land” 
is emotionally-charged 
and tugs at the heart-
strings of the audience. 
The way Chazelle 
Stephanie Hollman
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presents the hardships of 
Mia and Sebastian’s rela-
tionship with each other 
and their dreams make it 
hard for the audience to 
root for either their love 
or success in Hollywood.
“La La Land” opens 
with the song “Another 
Day of Sun” and takes 
place on a traffic jam on 
a Los Angeles freeway. 
While its upbeat rhythm 
and electric dancing may 
be a bit of a surprise to 
some who aren’t familiar 
with musicals other than 
its modern renditions, 
such as “Glee,” the film 
easily becomes likeable 
for the performances and 
stirs up excitement.
Along with a few oth-
er good songs about Los 
Angeles, “Someone in 
the Crowd” and “Plan-
etarium,” the rest of the 
music of the film reflects 
the nature of the relation-
ship between Mia and Se-
bastian, which becomes 
tested in the pursuit of 
their separate dreams 
and ideas on success. Se-
bastian’s several rendi-
tions of “City of Stars,” 
which won the Grammy 
for Best Original Song, 
range from melancholy 
(his solo piano version) 
to very romantic (his 
duet with Stone).
While Sebastian be-
lieves greatness is an art 
that does not necessar-
ily need to be acknowl-
edge by others or an 
audience, Mia’s endless 
strive for approval from 
casting directors and 
the “who’s who” of Hol-
lywood pushes her to 
believe in the opposite 
of her lovers. After nab-
bing seven awards at this 
year’s Golden Globes, 
including Best Actor 
and Actress in a Musical 
or Comedy, Best Direc-
tor of a Motion Picture, 
Best Original Score, Best 
Screenplay, Best Mo-
tion Picture for a Musi-
cal or Comedy and Best 
Original Song (“City 
of Stars”), the film is a 
must-see that is sure to 
arouse excitement, sad-
ness and a desire to lis-
ten to some classic musi-
cals for nostalgia’s sake. 
“La La Land” takes 
the audience on a pas-
sionate journey full of 
the ups and downs of life 
through song and dance, 
all of which is thank-
fully captured in the 
award-winning original 
soundtrack.
Movie Review
Jack Harvey is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
jack.harvey@und.edu
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Winter Wonderful
While many of us went 
home for semester break, 
the University of North 
Dakota Men’s Hockey team 
made great strides as the 
quest for a repeat continued 
with several games played 
since the three weeks we’ve 
had classes.
The Fighting Hawks 
have struggled early on this 
season, going winless in six 
straight dropping as low 
as 9th ranked team in the 
country marking the lowest 
they’ve been ranked since 
2013-14 season when they 
were ranked 15th. However 
following a 7-5-3 record after 
the Subway Holiday Classic, 
                                                                                                                                                Russell Hons/ Russell Hons Photography
UND coach Brad Berry gives directions to men’s hockey players during the Frozen Four 
tournament at Amalie Arena in Tampa, FL on April 9, 2016.
W Hockey
@ Minnesota Mankato
1/13 @ 2:07 p.m.
M Hockey
vs. Miami
1/13 @ 7:37 p.m.
W Hockey
@ Minnesota Mankato
1/13 @ 2:07 p.m.
M Hockey
vs. Miami
1/14  @ 7:07 p.m.
W Basketball
vs. Montana
1/14  @  2:00 p.m.
M Basketball 
@ Montana
1/14   @ 8:00 p.m.
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the Hawks has soared for 
the past month.
UND have won fi ve of 
its’ last six games including 
most recently a sweep 
against NCHC opponent 
Universtiy of Nebraska 
Omaha this past weekend. 
Friday night UND went 
against the saying that you 
can’t win a game in the 
fi rst period by scoring fi ve 
unanswered goals including 
two from Brock Boeser, 
after a six game absence 
due to injury, and one from 
Tyson Jost who arrived 
several hours before game 
time from Montreal after 
helping Canada to a silver 
medal in the World Junior 
Championship.
The scoring didn’t stop 
there. The Hawks tallied 
two more goals to make 
it 7-0 before UNO got on 
the board to make it 7-1. 
Following the UNO goal, 
UND added two more to 
make it a very comfortable 
win at 9-1.
“We came into the game 
and we wanted to have an 
att ack mentality and make 
sure we had the puck going 
north,” said UND head 
coach Brad Berry. “We 
forced a couple turnovers 
and were fortunate enough 
to get a couple goals.”
Saturday night was a 
diff erent story at the start. 
UNO struck fi rst around 
two minutes into the game 
to take an early 1-0. UND 
answered three minutes 
later to tie it and went on 
to score two more goals to 
make it 3-1 with Omaha 
scoring once more to make 
it a 3-2 game after the 1st 
period.
Then less than minute 
into the second period, 
Tyson Jost added another 
goal to make it 4-1 followed 
by another goal late in the 
2nd to make it 5-1 and put 
the game on ice, no pun 
intended.
UND would add on two 
more as UNO would add 
only one more to make the 
fi nal score 7-3.
“I thought our guys 
responded the right way,” 
said Berry about the 
response to the early UNO 
goal. “Through experience 
in the fi rst half of the season 
we’ve been behind or 
we’ve had to chase games, 
and we’ve learned a litt le 
bit from the fi rst half. Our 
group is maturing a litt le 
bit as far as how to handle 
games.”
Special teams wins 
ballgames. In hockey, the 
same can be said. This 
weekend alone, the Hawks 
tacked on six power play 
goals, including four in 
Saturday night alone.
The Hawks and the 
“best fans in hockey” return 
to the Ralph to play host to 
Miami Ohio.
This will be the fi rst time 
the two play each other 
since November of last 
season when UND was able 
to sweep the Red Hawks in 
Grand Forks.
For Miami, the Red 
Hawks will look to extend 
to their four game win 
streak while UND will look 
improve its three game win 
streak.
Puck drop will be at 7:37 
p.m. at the Ralph.
Do you like to write?
Looking for an internship?
Contact the Dakota Student at 
701-777-2677
nicholas.sallen@und.edu
dakotastudent.com 
@dakotastudent | fb.com/dakotastudent
Out of all the children 
who grow up wanting 
to be hockey players, 
only few make it in the 
big leagues, and only a 
small fraction decide to 
be goaltenders. 
Born and raised in 
Bratislava, Slovakia, 
Matej Tomek made his 
way to the U.S. via the 
North American Hockey 
League playing for the 
Topeka Roadrunners 
before ending up at 
UND, and for him, the 
path seemed unanimous. 
“For me and my 
parents, education was 
really important since 
growing up I attended 
all of the good schools,” 
Tomek said.  “I think it 
just came naturally to 
me to choose a path that 
offered good education 
and hockey at the same 
time.”
After just one season 
with the Roadrunners, 
he sparked interest in 
many, including the 
Philadelphia Flyers 
organization, who 
drafted the goalie in the 
third round of the 2015 
NHL draft and former 
head coach of the UND 
men’s hockey program, 
Dave Hakstol.
Before being drafted 
by the Flyers, Tomek 
made another big 
decision by committing 
to UND and becoming 
a Fighting Hawk, and 
Hakstol had a heavy 
impact on this decision 
along with the perks 
of calling the Ralph 
Engelstad Arena home 
ice. 
“I think coach 
Hakstol was a big 
factor,” Tomek said.  “I 
really felt comfortable 
Photos: Nick Nelson/ Dakota Student 
Illustration: Vitoria Faccin/ Dakota Student
Top: Matej Tomek, a sophomore from Bratislava, Slovakia, is one of the goalies on the UND men’s hockey team.
Bottom:  Tomek designed the graphics and symbols on his hockey helmet, including the flag of Slovakia. 
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Pride between the posts
with him and trusting 
that this was the right 
decision, and the 
facilities here such as 
the Ralph, you can’t 
really do better than 
that in college hockey.”
As fate would have 
it, Hakstol accepted 
an opportunity to 
become head coach of 
the Philidephia Flyers 
leaving the Hawks 
program the season 
prior to Tomek’s 
freshman year. 
“I guess I just have to 
work my way up to him 
again, “ Tomek said. “I 
mean I did it once but 
unfortuantly he left so I 
have to do it again.”
Now in his second 
season with the Fighting 
Hawks, Tomek 
has been eagerly 
awaiting to take 
his turn between 
the posts as one 
of the current 
understudies 
to Junior 
s t a r t i n g 
g o a l i e 
C a m 
Johnson. The 19 year old 
Slovak’s patience and 
passion found him in a 
group of the elite, as the 
2017 Slovakian World 
Juniors Championship 
program scouted Tomek 
to attend camps in 
December. 
“It was obviously 
a dream come true 
and a big personal 
accomplishment,” Tomek 
said. “Since I was a kid I 
dreamed about it seeing 
all these players play on 
this big stage and move 
on and be successful and 
make it to the NHL.”
This dream is 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
when it 
comes representing 
your country. Tomek’s 
UND teammate Tyson 
Jost represented 
Team Canada during 
the tournament and 
solidified that it was 
a truly speechless 
experience. 
“I can’t really 
explain it,” Jost said. 
“To say the least it was 
an awesome experience, 
it’s something I’ve 
dreamed about since I 
was a kid and if there’s 
anything I can take from 
it, it helped me gain a 
little more confidence 
to come back here and 
help this team 
win.”
Jost and Team 
Canada went on to win 
the silver medal after 
falling to team USA in a 
shootout. 
Tomek is the third 
goaltender to represent 
UND in the World 
Juniors but the first 
Slovakian. The 2017 
World Juniors is the 
second time that Tomek 
has had the honor to 
attend the camp and 
represent his country, 
he first wore the jersey 
in the 2015 World 
Juniors as the starter for 
Slovakia. 
“It was a lot of fun, 
I got to see every kid I 
grew up playing with 
and against. I had a 
couple teammates on 
the team who I grew 
up playing with since I 
was three or four years 
old,” Tomek said. 
“I just tried to do 
my best because 
I didn’t know 
what role I 
would have 
on the 
t e a m 
coming into the camp so 
I just worked hard and 
hoped for the best and I 
think it turned out very 
well.”
Throughout the 
tournament, Tomek 
took an interchangeable 
role with the University 
of Conneticut’s Adam 
Huska. He made a big 
start against the gold 
medal team USA, he 
made 45 saves on 50 
shots as the Slovakian’s 
fell 5-2 to USA.
“It was a great 
experience,” Tomek 
said. “Playing against 
the greatest players in 
U.S. college hockey and 
facing a lot of shots kept 
me busy.”
The Slovakian team 
was eliminated in the 
quarterfinals by Team 
Sweden, 8-3, but the 
experience gained from 
the World Juniors is 
something Tomek will 
carry with him back to 
Grand Forks.
“I think UND 
really prepared me for 
everything that I could 
give out there at Juniors, 
such as working your 
hardest every day on 
and off the ice and being 
a good teammate,” 
Tomek said. “It was a 
good experience for me 
too, after not playing a 
competitive game for a 
long time and playing 
against some really 
skilled players that are 
the top of our age group 
was definitely important 
so if I play I’ll be ready.”
